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Immunotherapy

Immunotherapy	is	a	treatment	that	uses	the	patient's	immune	system	to	fight	cancer.	Substances	made	by	
the	body	or	made	in	a	laboratory	are	used	to	boost,	direct,	or	restore	the	body's	natural	defenses	against	
cancer.	This	cancer	treatment	is	a	type	of	biologic	therapy.

•	Immune checkpoint inhibitor therapy:	This	is	a	type	of	immunotherapy	that	may	be	used	to	treat	bile	
duct	cancer.

Clinical Trials

For	some	patients,	taking	part	in	a	clinical	trial	may	be	the	best	treatment	choice.	Clinical	trials	are	part	of	the	
cancer	research	process.	Clinical	trials	are	done	to	find	out	if	new	cancer	treatments	are	safe	and	effective	or	
better	than	the	standard	treatment.

Many	of	today's	standard	treatments	for	cancer	are	based	on	earlier	clinical	trials.	Patients	who	take	part	in	a	
clinical	trial	may	receive	the	standard	treatment	or	be	among	the	first	to	receive	a	new	treatment.

Patients	who	take	part	in	clinical	trials	also	help	improve	the	way	cancer	will	be	treated	in	the	future.	Even	when	
clinical	trials	do	not	lead	to	effective	new	treatments,	they	often	answer	important	questions	and	help	move	
research	forward.

Patients can enter clinical trials before, during, or after starting their cancer treatment.

Some	clinical	trials	only	include	patients	who	have	not	yet	received	treatment.	Other	trials	test	treatments	for	
patients	whose	cancer	has	not	gotten	better.	There	are	also	clinical	trials	that	test	new	ways	to	stop	cancer	
from	recurring	(coming	back)	or	reduce	the	side	effects	of	cancer	treatment.

Follow-up tests may be needed.

Some	of	the	tests	that	were	done	to	diagnose	the	cancer	or	to	find	out	the	stage	of	the	cancer	may	be	
repeated.	Some	tests	will	be	repeated	in	order	to	see	how	well	the	treatment	is	working.	Decisions	about	
whether	to	continue,	change,	or	stop	treatment	may	be	based	on	the	results	of	these	tests.

Some	of	the	tests	will	continue	to	be	done	from	time	to	time	after	treatment	has	ended.	The	results	of	these	
tests	can	show	if	your	condition	has	changed	or	if	the	cancer	has	recurred	(come	back).	These	tests	are	
sometimes	called	follow up	tests	or	check ups.

Treatment of Resectable (Localized) Bile Duct Cancer

Treatment	of	resectable	intrahepatic	bile	duct	cancer	may	include:

•	Surgery	to	remove	the	cancer	which	may	include	partial	hepatectomy.

•	Embolization	may	be	done	before	surgery.

Treatment	of	resectable	perihilar	bile	duct	cancer	many	include:

•	Surgery	to	remove	the	cancer	which	may	include	partial	hepatectomy.

•	Stent	placement	or	percutaneous	transhepatic	biliary	drainage	as	palliative	therapy	to	relieve	jaundice	
and	other	symptoms	and	improve	the	quality	of	life.

Treatment	of	resectable	distal	bile	duct	cancer	may	include:

•	Surgery	to	remove	the	cancer	which	may	include	a	Whipple	procedure.

•	Stent	placement	or	percutaneous	transhepatic	biliary	drainage	as	palliative	therapy	to	relieve	jaundice	
and	other	symptoms	and	improve	the	quality	of	life.

Adjuvant	therapy	for	resectable	bile	duct	cancer	may	include:

•	Chemotherapy

•	External beam	radiation	therapy

•	A	clinical	trial	of	adjuvant	therapy

Treatment of Unresectable Bile Duct Cancer (Including Metastatic or Recurrent Disease)

Treatment	of	unresectable	bile	duct	cancer	(including	metastatic	or	recurrent	disease)	may	include:

•	Stent	placement	or	biliary	bypass	as	palliative	treatment	to	relieve	symptoms	and	improve	the	quality	
of	life.

•	External	or	internal	radiation	therapy	as	palliative	treatment	to	relieve	symptoms	and	improve	the	
quality	of	life.

•	Combination	chemotherapy.

•	A	clinical	trial	of	various	combinations	of	chemotherapy.

•	A	clinical	trial	of	immunotherapy	in	patients	with	mutations	(changes)	in	certain	genes.

•	A	clinical	trial	of	targeted	therapy	for	patients	with	mutations	(changes)	in	certain	genes.

Check	the	list	of	NCI supported	cancer	clinical	trials	that	are	now	accepting	patients	with	the	bile	duct	cancer	
stage	you	are	experiencing.	For	more	specific	results,	refine	the	search	by	using	other	search	features	such	as	
the	location	of	the	trial,	the	type	of	treatment,	or	the	name	of	the	drug.	Talk	with	your	doctor	about	clinical	trials	
that	may	be	right	for	you.	General	information	about	clinical	trials	is	available	from	the	following	NCI	website:			

www.cancer.gov/about cancer/treatment/clinical trials

For	more	information	and	related	links	visit:	www.cancer.gov/types/liver	

Resource:		PDQ®	Adult	Treatment	Editorial	board.	PDQ	Bile	Duct	Cancer	Treatment.	Bethesda,	MD:	National	Cancer	Institute.	Available	at	
https://www.cancer.gov/types/liver/patient/bile-duct-treatment-pdq.	Accessed	08/06/2021.
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